MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA     IOI

Now Marshal Belle-Isle himself was sent to see Frederick
in Silesia to offer him an affiance with France. A secret
treaty between the two great powers, for Prussia had
suddenly loomed up in Europe and had risen to that
rank, was signed on June 5,1741.

This alliance had turned the tide in Frederick's
favour, and Bavaria, Saxony, Poland, and Spain had
decided to support him when they realised that France
was making serious advances to him. The Nymphen-
burg Document, signed by these countries, made Maria
Theresa's isolation practically complete. The Prag-
matic Sanction was dead, and her enemies were already
discussing how they would divide her heritage amongst
themselves.

" It was stipulated/' as Joseph Towers wrote in
1795, " that the Elector of Bavaria, together with the
Imperial Crown, should possess Bohemia, Upper Austria,
and the country of Tirol; that Augustus III., King of
Poland and Elector of Saxony, should be gratified with
Moravia and Upper Silesia, and that his Prussian
Majesty should retain Lower Silesia, with the town of
Neisse, and the county of Glatz/*

Before the news of the Franco-Prussian Alliance had
reached her, Maria Theresa set out for Hungary with her
family. Her enemies had hoped that her Hungarian
subjects (and the Magyar nobles were always ready to
oppose the Habsburgs) would use her unfortunate
position to revolt against the Habsburg rule. These
hopes were not realised, for when, late in May, she
gave orders that the Diet was to meet in Pressbuig to
discuss her coronation, these orders were obeyed at
once. She arrived in Pressburg on June 20. Her
suggestion, tactfully made, that Francis should be
crowned as her co-regent, was refused with equal diplo-